
Th e Creation of a Top H at

H ave  you e ve r 

w ante d a fine  look ing top 

h at for yours e lf or a 

ne igh borh ood anim al, but 

w e re  afraid to pay th os e  

outrage ous  us e d-cloth ing 

s tore  price s ? Now , th at fe ar 

can be  allaye d or put to re s t 

if you do not k now  w h at 

allaye d m e ans . W ith  th is  

guide , you can e as ily h ave  

a h om e m ade , top-q uality 

top h at in as  little  as  16 

w e e k s  or a fe w  h ours  if you 

are  not addicte d to drugs .

A Learned Article Concerned  W ith  - 

M aterials  Need ed :

• th ick  tag board

• P.V.A. or oth er 

flexible craft g lue

• s h arp s cis s ors

• felt or felt- lik e fabric

• m as k ing  tape

De ce m be r, 2006
Sm yth , A.

Th is  docum e nt m ay be  fre e ly re dis tribute d in its  unm odifie d form



Templates

...because no one should have to 

do any math.

A. top of h at

B. brim  of h at

C. body of h at

Cut out and us e  th e s e  te m plate s  for both  th e  tagboard and th e  fabric 

com pone nts . For th e  tagboard com pone nts , one  of e ach  w ill be  ne e de d. 

Th e  fabric w ill re q uire  tw o copie s  of th e  brim  te m plate  to be  m ade  w ith  at 

le as t 1cm  e xtra m ate rial on all dim e ns ions  to fold around th e  e dge s . Only 

one  copy of th e  top and body are  re q uire d for fabric com pone nts . Siz e s  are  

give n on th e  ne xt page , but can e as ily be  adjus te d to fit a particular purpos e .



9  cm

12 cm

10 cm

Figure  1. Dim e ns ions  
of th e  top h at. To ad-
just th e  s ize  bigge r or 
sm alle r it is  re com -
m e nde d th at th e  
m e asure m e nts  be  ad-
juste d proportionally.

Figure  2. Waste d space . 
Th is  large  are a of 
e m pty space  could h ave  
be e n fille d w ith  be tte r 
planning and layout.



A s s e m bly

Ste p 1. Cut out and as s e ble  th e  tagboard pie ce s  as  s h ow n. Us e  craft glue  and 
m as k ing tape  to s e cure  th e  h at in its  final s h ape . M ak e  sure  to glue  th e  top on from  

th e  ins ide  as  s h ow n be low .



Ste p 2. Fit th e  top of th e  brim  (fabric) to th e  tagboard and "notch " th e  e xce s s  as  s h ow n. 
Notch ing w ill be  done  on both  th e  inne r and oute r e xce s s  portions  so th e  fabric can 

conform  to th e  circular surface  w ith out uns igh tly folds . Glue  th e  fabric to th e  tagboard 
w h e n satisfie d w ith  th e  appe arance .

Ste p 3. Partially glue  on th e  body fabric and allow  to dry, th e n stre tch  th e  fabric ove r th e  
re st of th e  body and clam p or pin in place .



Ste p 4. Glue  on th e  top 
of th e  h at and th e  bottom  
of th e  brim . Pins  can  be  
us e ful to h old th e  fabric 
in plae  as  th e  glue  drie s . 
Trim  off any e xce s s  fab-
ric w ith  s h arp scis sors . 
Th e  top h at is  now  com -
ple te . For a m ore  form al 
appe arance , th e  e dge s  of 
th e  brim  can be  curle d 
up as  s h ow n.




